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Dear Sirs

South African Broadcasting Corporation SOC Ltd ("SABC"): coverage of protests in
South Africa

1. We represent the Helen Suzman Foundation ("HSF").

2. We refer to media statements of the SABC dated 26 and 27 May 2016, relating to the
coverage by the SABC of protests in South Africa and the SABC's policy in this regard
(collectively, "the statements and policy”). We also refer to the implementation, and
expansion, of the statements and policy by the SABC since that time.

3.  The statements and policy and SABC's implementation and expansion of the statements
and policy have resulted in an impermissible restriction on access to information which is
critical to the public. Further, the SABC's actions infringe, unjustifiably, upon numerous
Constitutional rights, including but not limited to the right of freedom of expression.
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4. The HSF is of the view that the statements and policy, or adoption or giving effect to any
decision, policy, guidelines or instruction which would require the following events (listed
in 41.1 to 4.1.8 below) not to be broadcast, reported upon, covered, publicised,
disseminated to the public or afforded media coverage (or to be covered only partially
without visuals) ("the relevant decisions") are unconstitutional and unlawful;

415

4.1.51

4.1.5.2

4.1.7

any peaceful or violent protest or demonstration which includes damage to
public institutions and/or public or private property;

any peaceful or violent protest or demonstration against service delivery;

any peaceful or violent protest or demonstration against the statements and
policy;

any peaceful or violent protest or demonstration against government; any
organ of state or a public body, at any level (local, municipal, provincial,
regional or national);

any protest, demonstration, commentary or news piece which portrays, or has
the potential to portray:

government and any organ of state (at any level); or

any political leader or government employee or officer, including a
member of the National Executive

in a negative light;

any politically motivated protest or demonstration (whether violent or
peaceful);

any events or actions (including violent or peaceful protest or demonstration)
that reflects, or may reflect, any political party or politician in a negative light;

any events or actions (including violent or peaceful protest or demonstration)
that reflect, or may reflect, negatively upon the President of the Republic of
South Africa.

5.  The SABC is called upon to provide the HSF with a written undertaking, by no later than
16:00 on Thursday, 30 June 2016, that it will desist from implementing the statements and
policy or the relevant decisions, failing which the HSF may be forced to exercise its rights
in law without delay.
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